A Message from Our Director
We are all living in uncertain and frightening times. I am writing you this message as we are still on PAUSE. But
while the Library building is closed, the Oceanside Library remains open and continues to serve our community
in ways of which I am very proud. We know we will get through this together.
In the last few months, we have led the way in providing online programs and resources. We have added numerous features, and provided accurate and relevant information. We have drawn regional and national attention for all we have done.
Before the pandemic, we had drastically changed the way the Library operates, with programs for all, including
special needs, teens, seniors, parents, young adults and more. Our Healthy Oceanside and Connections programs provide vital information and help to many. Significant changes we have made in our policies have led to
increased circulation and interest. And we have led the way on key issues affecting us all: the opioid crisis, our
roads, hurricane relief, and more.

We are presenting to you our annual budget and our Vision 2020 plan. It requires a bond. We understand that
requesting funds in the middle of a pandemic is asking a lot. We know that many in our community are hurting.
But we also know that soon our building will be open again. And we believe we have shown you how important
the Library is to our community.
Why do we need this project? Because we have pressing infrastructure needs right now. Because our
Library is being used as never before. And because we are asking you to invest in the future of our community.
As you can see in this newsletter, Vision 2020 addresses a wide range of needs, many of which were brought
up by the 300+ community members who attended our Focus Groups. Libraries, ours included, are used in
ways no one could have dreamed of 25 years ago when they planned the Library’s last bond issue.
The project, several years in the works, includes replacing infrastructure that will need to be replaced regardless: elevator, roof, bathrooms, windows, lighting and more. The plan is designed to meet the way our building
is used: additional meeting space, quiet reading and study space, a modernized Children’s Room, tween and
teen areas, and program space that fits with the increasing demands of our patrons.
We address pressing issues of active shooter safety, and we will make the building more environmentally
friendly. With the purchase of the property next door (for more parking) and certain security enhancements, we
are making the Library a safer place for all.
We have now gone back to our experts on issues involving cleaning and sanitizing. All of our new furniture,
fixtures, floor and wall coverings, etc. will be designed for maximum ease of cleaning and sanitizing.
I ask that you look at our www.oceansidevision2020.com site and that you attend one of our virtual Vision 2020
presentations where you will find a wealth of detailed information on all aspects of the project.
We will also be listing (as we have already started doing) every contract and every single payment so you will
know exactly where every dollar is going, to whom, and for what purpose.
I am very proud of my staff, and thankful to our Board. We are recognized nationally as leaders in the
Library world, for our innovation and our ability to provide world-class services at a fiscally-responsible level.
We are asking you to consider this project now. Interest rates are at an historic low. Our project will create jobs.
We will be renting space in town which will help the local commercial real estate market. And most importantly,
we will be able to continue to serve as our community’s leader in literacy, early and continuing education, culture, information, and discerning entertainment—all while being the center of our community.
I thank you for all your support. May you and yours remain safe and healthy. We know we will see you soon!
Thank you,
Christina Marra, Director of the Oceanside Library
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Major infrastructure repairs to the building (elevator, roof,
bathrooms, lighting, windows, generator, etc.)
Redesign of building to make it easier to clean and sanitize
Purchase of next-door property to expand parking (less crossing
of Davison Avenue)
Redesign to make the building more environmentally friendly
Redesign to safeguard against active-shooter situations
New space to meet our current needs
Preparing for the future

